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Course Overview

This course will guide independent music creators through the copyright registration process, 
explaining the importance of copyrights in the music industry. You’ll learn how to register your 
music for copyright protection, the benefits of doing so, and how copyrights can help you secure 
ownership of your work and maximize revenue from licensing opportunities. By the end of this 
course, you will be equipped to protect your creative works and understand how to enforce your 
copyright.

IMPORTANT  This guide is for educational purposes only and is not legal, tax, or financial advice. 
Rules, fees, and filing requirements can change. Verify current requirements with official sources 
and consult a qualified professional for your situation.

What You Will Learn

• Explain the fundamentals of Copyrights

• Understand and apply Types of Copyrights for Music

• Apply the process for Copyright Your Music

• Understand and apply Benefits of Copyrighting Your Work

• Understand and apply Enforcing Your Copyright

• Resolve common questions and identify where expert guidance may be needed

How to Use This Guide

• Read the chapter write-up while or after watching the matching video lesson.

• Complete the action steps and reflection prompts in the context of your own creative 
business.

• Use the transcript appendix to review exact narration, terminology, and key phrases.

ART MEANS BUSINESS  Learning matters most when it becomes a decision, a system, or an 
action.
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Chapter 1: Introduction to Copyrights

This chapter focuses on What is a Copyright?, The Legal Framework of Copyrights, and Why 
Copyright Your Music?. Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and 
opportunities in your own creative business.

What is a Copyright?

A copyright is a powerful legal right that gives creators ownership and control over their original 
works. In the context of music, this includes both compositions (melody, lyrics, and written 
music) and sound recordings (the actual recorded performance of the music). When you create 
a piece of music, it is automatically copyrighted as soon as it is fixed in a tangible form, such as 
writing the lyrics down or recording the song. However, registering your copyright with the U.S. 
Copyright Office provides legal advantages, such as the ability to enforce your rights in court if 
someone uses your work without permission.

Key Points

• Copyright protection applies to various types of works, including literary, musical, artistic, 
and more.

For music creators, you can copyright both the composition (which refers to the written music: 
melodies, harmonies, and lyrics) and the sound recording (which refers to the actual recording 
of that music).

• Once your music is copyrighted, you have exclusive control over how it is used, 
distributed, and licensed to others.

In essence, copyright gives you the power to protect your creations and earn revenue from their 
use. Without proper copyright protection, anyone could legally use your music without 
compensating you.

The Legal Framework of Copyrights

Understanding the legal framework behind copyrights is essential for every music creator. 
Copyrights are governed by national laws, and in the U.S., they are administered by the U.S. 
Copyright Office, which serves as the official record keeper of all registered copyrights.

The Role of the U.S. Copyright Office: The U.S. Copyright Office is responsible for processing 
copyright registrations and providing legal proof of ownership. By registering your work with the 
Copyright Office, you gain additional legal rights that go beyond the automatic copyright 
protection. This includes the ability to:

• Sue someone in federal court for copyright infringement.

• Seek statutory damages, which can be much higher than actual damages.
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• Protect your work against unauthorized use globally through international treaties.

• How Copyright Law Protects Creators: Copyright law gives creators five exclusive rights 
over their work:

• The right to reproduce the work.

• The right to prepare derivative works (e.g., remixes, adaptations).

• The right to distribute copies.

• The right to publicly perform the work.

• The right to display the work (in applicable cases, like artwork).

• These rights allow you to control every aspect of your music, from its initial recording to its 
use in commercial settings.

U.S. Copyright Law vs. International Law: In the U.S., as soon as your work is fixed in a tangible 
medium, it is automatically protected by copyright law. However, to enforce these rights (e.g., 
suing for damages), you must formally register your work. Internationally, the Berne Convention 
allows for the recognition of U.S. copyrights in over 170 countries. This means your copyright 
protection extends far beyond the U.S. and helps safeguard your music from infringement 
across borders.

Why Copyright Your Music?

Why is it important to copyright your music?

Copyrighting your music provides you with legal recognition of ownership. Without formal 
copyright registration, it can be difficult to prove that you are the rightful creator of a work, 
making it harder to defend your music in legal disputes. By copyrighting your music, you secure:

• Legal Ownership: Registering your work proves that you are the creator and owner of the 
music.

• Control Over Usage: As the copyright holder, you decide how your music can be used, 
who can use it, and under what conditions.

Monetization: Copyrighted music can be licensed to third parties for a fee. This includes sync 
licensing for films, TV shows, advertisements, and other media, allowing you to generate 
revenue.

Protection Against Infringement: Registered copyrights make it easier to protect your music from 
unauthorized use. If someone uses your music without permission, you can take legal action, 
including suing for damages.

• Ultimately, copyrighting your music ensures that your creative efforts are legally protected 
and that you can benefit financially from the use of your work.
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Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to what is a copyright?.

• Gather the information or documents you need for the legal framework of copyrights.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Chapter 2: Types of Copyrights for Music

This chapter focuses on Composition Copyright, Sound Recording Copyright, and Differences 
Between Composition and Sound Recording Copyrights. Use it to connect the lesson to the 
decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative business.

Composition Copyright

A composition copyright is a type of copyright that protects the written music. This includes the 
melody, lyrics, harmonies, and any other elements that make up the musical work. When you 
write a song, the composition is automatically copyrighted once it is fixed in a tangible form, 
such as written sheet music or a digital recording.

Who Holds the Composition Copyright? Typically, the songwriter or composer holds the 
copyright for the composition. This is important because the composition can be licensed out to 
others for various uses, including:

• Cover versions: Other artists may want to record their own version of your song.

• Sheet music: Composers can license the publication of sheet music for sale.

• Film scores: Your music can be used in films, TV shows, or commercials.

Without a composition copyright, you cannot control or monetize these types of uses. 
Registering the copyright ensures that you get compensated when someone else performs or 
records your work.

Sound Recording Copyright

A sound recording copyright protects the actual recorded performance of a composition. This 
refers to the audio captured during a recording session-the "master" version of the song. Unlike 
the composition copyright, which protects the musical notes and lyrics, the sound recording 
copyright specifically protects the performance, production, and final version of the recording.

Who Holds the Sound Recording Copyright? The sound recording copyright is often held by the 
performing artist or the record label that funded the recording session. This copyright is crucial 
when distributing your music across digital platforms, streaming services, or physical media like 
CDs or vinyl. It allows you to:

• Control distribution: You decide how your music is sold, streamed, or otherwise made 
available to the public.

• Protect against unauthorized recordings: If someone duplicates or uses your master 
recording without permission, you have the legal grounds to stop them and claim 
damages.
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• Sound recording copyrights are especially important in today’s music landscape, where 
digital distribution and streaming are dominant forms of music consumption.

Differences Between Composition and Sound Recording Copyrights

While both composition and sound recording copyrights protect different aspects of your music, 
it’s important to understand the distinctions and the need to register both.

Composition Copyright protects the written music-the melody, harmony, and lyrics. This is 
important if you want to license your music to other performers, create sheet music, or distribute 
your work for film scores.

• Sound Recording Copyright protects the recorded version of the composition-the actual 
audio recording. This is essential for controlling how the recording is used, streamed, or 
distributed.

By registering both, you can ensure that all aspects of your music are protected. For example, if 
you write and record a song, and another artist wants to cover it, they need your permission for 
the composition, but they will also need rights to the recording if they use your version.

Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to composition copyright.

• Gather the information or documents you need for sound recording copyright.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Chapter 3: How to Copyright Your Music

This chapter focuses on Choosing What to Copyright (Single Song vs. Album) and Step-by-Step 
Guide to Registering Your Music for Copyright. Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, 
systems, and opportunities in your own creative business.

Choosing What to Copyright (Single Song vs. Album)

When registering your music for copyright, you have the option to copyright individual songs or 
an entire album. Each approach has its benefits, and your decision will likely depend on your 
current needs and future plans for your music.

Copyrighting a Single Song: If you are focused on promoting or licensing a specific track, it 
might make sense to copyright just that one song. This allows you to focus your efforts and 
resources on protecting that track. It’s also a good idea if you release singles frequently.

Copyrighting an Album: When registering an album, you protect all songs as part of a collective 
work. This is a cost-effective approach, especially if you plan to release a full body of work. 
However, it’s important to note that registering an album as a collective work doesn’t always 
provide individual protection for each song unless explicitly stated.

Financial Considerations: The registration fee for copyrighting a single work (a song or album) is 
typically $35. However, if you want to register multiple works (such as each song on an album) 
separately, the costs will increase.

Protecting Your Catalog: To ensure maximum protection, especially if you plan to license or 
distribute individual tracks separately, you may want to consider registering each song 
individually. This way, each song can be tracked, licensed, and monetized independently.

Step-by-Step Guide to Registering Your Music for Copyright

Copyright registration is a straightforward process that can be done entirely online through the 
U.S. Copyright Office website.

• Step 1: Visit the U.S. Copyright Office’s website at https://www.copyright.gov/registration/. 
Here, you’ll find the forms you need to begin the registration process.

Step 2: Choose the appropriate form

• Form SR (Sound Recording): Use this form to register a copyright for the sound recording-
the actual audio performance of your song.

• Form PA (Performing Arts): Use this form to register a copyright for the musical 
composition, including melodies, lyrics, and harmonies.
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Step 3: Complete the form with the necessary details about your work, such as the title, 
authorship, and date of creation. Make sure you clearly specify whether you are registering a 
single work or an entire album.

• Step 4: Pay the filing fee (typically $35 for a single work). The fee may vary depending on 
the number of works being registered and other factors.

• Step 5: Submit your work for registration. You can either upload your work digitally 
(recommended) or mail in physical copies of your music to the U.S. Copyright Office.

Once submitted, you’ll receive a confirmation email from the U.S. Copyright Office. It may take 
several months for your registration to be processed and for you to receive your official 
certificate.

Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to choosing what to copyright (single song vs. album).

• Gather the information or documents you need for step-by-step guide to registering your 
music for copyright.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Chapter 4: Benefits of Copyrighting Your Work

This chapter focuses on Protecting Your Ownership Rights, Monetizing Your Music Through 
Licensing, and Preventing Infringement. Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, 
and opportunities in your own creative business.

Protecting Your Ownership Rights

Registering your copyright gives you full legal ownership of your music. This ownership allows 
you to control how your music is used and ensures that you are the only one who can authorize 
its reproduction, distribution, and performance.

Why Ownership Matters

• It prevents unauthorized use of your music.

• It ensures that you control all commercial and non-commercial uses of your work.

• It allows you to license your work for other uses and receive proper compensation.

• By holding the copyright, you also gain the right to transfer or sell those rights if you 
choose to later.

Monetizing Your Music Through Licensing

Once your music is copyrighted, you can monetize it through various licensing opportunities. 
Licensing your music allows third parties to use your work in exchange for a fee. This includes:

• Sync Licensing: Music for TV shows, movies, video games, and ads.

• Mechanical Licensing: Royalties earned from physical and digital reproductions of your 
music.

• Cover Songs: Other artists paying to record their versions of your song.

• Having copyright protection makes it easier to license your music and ensures that you get 
compensated whenever your work is used commercially.

Preventing Infringement

By registering your work, you create a public record of your ownership, which acts as a legal 
shield. If someone uses your music without permission, your registered copyright gives you the 
legal standing to file a lawsuit and demand damages. It also allows you to send cease and 
desist letters or issue takedown notices if your work is used without your authorization.
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Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to protecting your ownership rights.

• Gather the information or documents you need for monetizing your music through 
licensing.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Chapter 5: Enforcing Your Copyright

This chapter focuses on How to Identify and Respond to Copyright Infringement, Filing a DMCA 
Takedown Notice, and Pursuing Legal Action for Copyright Violations. Use it to connect the 
lesson to the decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative business.

How to Identify and Respond to Copyright Infringement

Monitoring Your Music: To protect your music from unauthorized use, it’s essential to actively 
monitor where and how it is being used. Some tools and services, such as digital fingerprinting 
(e.g., YouTube’s Content ID system) or monitoring services, can help you track the use of your 
music across various platforms.

• Responding to Infringement: If you discover that someone is using your music without 
permission, you have several options for addressing the situation:

• Contact the infringing party directly to request that they stop using your music.

• Issue a formal cease and desist letter through a lawyer.

• File a DMCA takedown notice with the platform where your music is being used.

Filing a DMCA Takedown Notice

The Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA) provides a process for copyright holders to 
request the removal of infringing content from online platforms. This process is known as filing a 
DMCA takedown notice.

Step-by-Step Guide

• Identify the infringing content and the platform where it is being used.

• File a DMCA takedown request with the platform (e.g., YouTube, Facebook, streaming 
services).

• Provide proof of ownership by referencing your copyright registration.

• Request the removal of the infringing content or demand compensation for its use.

• Platforms are legally obligated to comply with valid DMCA takedown requests, and the 
infringing content must be removed promptly.

Pursuing Legal Action for Copyright Violations

If someone refuses to comply with a takedown notice or continues to use your music without 
permission, you may need to pursue legal action. This typically involves:

• Filing a lawsuit in federal court for copyright infringement.
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• Seeking statutory damages or actual damages, depending on the severity of the 
infringement.

• Working with an attorney to enforce your rights.

• Legal action is often a last resort, but it can result in significant compensation if your 
copyright is violated.

Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to how to identify and respond to copyright infringement.

• Gather the information or documents you need for filing a dmca takedown notice.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Chapter 6: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

This chapter focuses on Common Myths About Copyrights, International Copyright Protection, 
and Costs and Timelines for Registering Copyrights. Use it to connect the lesson to the 
decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative business.

Common Myths About Copyrights

There are many misconceptions about copyrights, especially regarding the process of obtaining 
one and the protections it offers.

Common Myths

• Myth 1: You don’t need to register your copyright. While your work is automatically 
protected by copyright when it is created, formal registration is needed to enforce your 
rights in court.

• Myth 2: Copyright protection lasts forever. Copyright protection is limited to a set number 
of years-life of the author plus 70 years for most works.

International Copyright Protection

While registering your copyright in the U.S. provides protection domestically, international 
protection is often governed by treaties like the Berne Convention. This treaty allows U.S. works 
to be recognized and protected in over 170 countries.

How to Protect Your Music Internationally

• Register your work with the U.S. Copyright Office.

• Explore additional international registration options if your music will be distributed 
globally.

Costs and Timelines for Registering Copyrights

Costs: The cost to register a single work with the U.S. Copyright Office is typically $35. The cost 
may increase depending on the number of works being registered or other specific 
circumstances.

Timelines: It usually takes several months to receive confirmation of your registration from the 
Copyright Office. However, you can start enforcing your rights as soon as your work is 
registered.

Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to common myths about copyrights.
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• Gather the information or documents you need for international copyright protection.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Chapter 7: Course Conclusion and Next Steps

This chapter focuses on Recap of Key Points and Actions to Take After Registering Your Music. 
Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative 
business.

Recap of Key Points

Why Copyrighting Is Important: Copyrighting your music protects your ownership and allows you 
to control how your music is used. Without formal copyright registration, it is difficult to defend 
your work legally.

• The Registration Process: Registering your work with the U.S. Copyright Office is 
straightforward and can be done online. Once registered, you have the legal backing to 
enforce your rights.

Actions to Take After Registering Your Music

Monitoring Your Works: After your music is registered, monitor its usage to ensure that no one 
is using it without permission. Services like Content ID or third-party monitoring tools can help 
automate this process.

• Licensing Opportunities: Now that your music is protected, consider licensing it for film, 
TV, advertisements, or other commercial uses to generate revenue.

• Global Protection: If your music is being distributed internationally, ensure that it is 
protected in other countries through the Berne Convention and other international treaties.

Put It Into Practice

• Review your current approach to recap of key points.

• Gather the information or documents you need for actions to take after registering your 
music.

• Choose one action from this chapter and assign it a deadline this week.

Reflection

1. Where does your current approach already align with this chapter?

2. What is the single highest-impact improvement you can make next?
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Course Summary and Next Steps

You now have a working reference for Copyrighting Your Music - Protecting Your Creative 
Rights. Return to the chapters that connect most directly to your current goals, then turn the 
material into a short, realistic action plan.

Key Takeaways

• Introduction to Copyrights: This chapter focuses on What is a Copyright?, The Legal 
Framework of Copyrights, and Why Copyright Your Music?. Use it to connect the lesson to 
the decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative business.

• Types of Copyrights for Music: This chapter focuses on Composition Copyright, Sound 
Recording Copyright, and Differences Between Composition and Sound Recording 
Copyrights. Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and opportunities in 
your own creative business.

• How to Copyright Your Music: This chapter focuses on Choosing What to Copyright 
(Single Song vs. Album) and Step-by-Step Guide to Registering Your Music for Copyright. 
Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own 
creative business.

• Benefits of Copyrighting Your Work: This chapter focuses on Protecting Your Ownership 
Rights, Monetizing Your Music Through Licensing, and Preventing Infringement. Use it to 
connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative 
business.

• Enforcing Your Copyright: This chapter focuses on How to Identify and Respond to 
Copyright Infringement, Filing a DMCA Takedown Notice, and Pursuing Legal Action for 
Copyright Violations. Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and 
opportunities in your own creative business.

• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): This chapter focuses on Common Myths About 
Copyrights, International Copyright Protection, and Costs and Timelines for Registering 
Copyrights. Use it to connect the lesson to the decisions, systems, and opportunities in 
your own creative business.

• Course Conclusion and Next Steps: This chapter focuses on Recap of Key Points and 
Actions to Take After Registering Your Music. Use it to connect the lesson to the 
decisions, systems, and opportunities in your own creative business.

Recommended Next Steps

1. Summarizing the importance of copyrighting your music



ARTISPRENEUR ACADEMY  |  ARTIST BUSINESS

ARTISPRENEUR ACADEMY  |  PAGE 18

2. Overview of the process to register your work

3. Key benefits of having copyright protection in place

REMEMBER  Art means business. Build the systems that give your creativity room to grow.
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Full Video Transcript

The transcript below follows the narration-adjusted timing of the exported course video. Minor 
differences may occur between spoken delivery and punctuation.

[00:00]  ARTISPRENEUR LOGO PREROLL

Music only.

[00:05]  TITLE

Welcome to the Artispreneur Academy. In this course, you will learn all about copyrighting 
your music. Let us get started.

[00:14]  INTRODUCTION TO COPYRIGHTS

First, Introduction to Copyrights. What is a Copyright? Definition: A copyright is a legal right 
granted to creators of original works, including music... Copyright protection applies to 
literary, musical, artistic, and other works. Once a work is copyrighted, the creator has the 
exclusive right to use, distribute, and license that work. The Legal Framework of Copyrights. 
Why Copyright Your Music?

[00:40]  TYPES OF COPYRIGHTS FOR MUSIC

Next, Types of Copyrights for Music. Composition Copyright. Definition: A composition 
copyright protects the written music . Applies to the underlying musical composition. Often 
held by songwriters and composers. Sound Recording Copyright. Definition: This copyright 
protects the actual recorded performance of the composition. Applies to the recorded version 
of a song . Differences Between Composition and Sound Recording Copyrights.

[01:07]  HOW TO COPYRIGHT YOUR MUSIC

Now, How to Copyright Your Music. Choosing What to Copyright . How to decide whether to 
copyright a single song or a complete album. Financial considerations and the registration fee 
for each type. Importance of registering each individual work to protect your full catalog. Step-
by-Step Guide to Registering Your Music for Copyright.

[01:28]  BENEFITS OF COPYRIGHTING YOUR WORK

Then, Benefits of Copyrighting Your Work. Protecting Your Ownership Rights. Copyright 
ownership gives you the legal right to decide how your music is used. Prevents unauthorized 
use by others, ensuring that you control all commercial and non-commercial uses. Monetizing 
Your Music Through Licensing. Copyrighting allows you to license your music for commercial 
purposes . Preventing Infringement.

[01:52]  ENFORCING YOUR COPYRIGHT

Moving on, Enforcing Your Copyright. How to Identify and Respond to Copyright 
Infringement. How to monitor your music for potential unauthorized use . What to do if you 
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discover someone using your music without permission. How to assert your rights and 
demand compensation for unauthorized use. Filing a DMCA Takedown Notice. Pursuing 
Legal Action for Copyright Violations.

[02:15]  FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Almost there, Frequently Asked Questions . Common Myths About Copyrights. 
Misconceptions about automatic copyright . Common myths about the process and need for 
formal registration. International Copyright Protection. How copyright laws work 
internationally. How to protect your music in other countries through treaties and international 
registration. Costs and Timelines for Registering Copyrights.

[02:40]  INTRODUCTION TO COPYRIGHTS

First, Introduction to Copyrights. What is a Copyright? A copyright is a powerful legal right 
that gives creators ownership and control over their original works... Copyright protection 
applies to various types of works, including literary, musical, artistic, and more. For music 
creators, you can copyright both the composition (which refers to the written music: 
melodies,... The Legal Framework of Copyrights.

[03:04]  TYPES OF COPYRIGHTS FOR MUSIC

Next, Types of Copyrights for Music. Composition Copyright. A composition copyright is a 
type of copyright that protects the written music. This includes the melody,... Cover versions: 
Other artists may want to record their own version of your song. Sheet music: Composers 
can license the publication of sheet music for sale. Sound Recording Copyright. Differences 
Between Composition and Sound Recording Copyrights.

[03:30]  OUTRO

So, that wraps up copyrighting your music. Summarizing the importance of copyrighting your 
music. Overview of the process to register your work. Key benefits of having copyright 
protection in place. Remember: art means business.
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